

« Return to Article 

Click to Print 

Top boys basketball teams, players to watch

By STEVE FRYER
2010-11-29 14:56:34



OCVarsity's Steve Fryer takes a look at the O.C. preseason Top 10 for boys basketball as well as his choices for the top five players to watch.
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TOP 10 PRESEASON TEAMS

1. Mater Dei: Who else? Sure, the Monarchs lost a lot of talented players, including three All-Orange County first-team selections, from last year's team that went 32-2 and won CIF-Southern Section and State championships. But they have three very good returnees. David Brown, a 6-foot-3 senior, and juniors Katin Reinhardt (6-5) and Eli Stalzer (6-3) are back after playing significant minutes last year. Josh Cook, a junior still playing this week on the football team, will make an impact, too. But the likely top scorer is another junior, Xavier Johnson, who was All-CIF last year as a sophomore at Chaparral of Temecula and transferred during this past spring. Sophomore Jordan Strawberry (6-3), son of former baseball star Darryl Strawberry and brother of former All-County Monarch and current NBA player D.J. Strawberry, will also play a lot at point guard. The freshman class is one of the better ones in Coach Gary McKnight's historic tenure. Shaqquan Aaron (6-6), Stanley Johnson (6-6), Kameron Murrell (6-0) and Mario Soto (6-4), all ninth-graders, will contribute, McKnight said.

2. Orange Lutheran: The good news at Lutheran is that this is the best Lancers team ever. The bad news is Lutheran is in the same league as Mater Dei, the Trinity League. Lutheran reached the CIF-SS Division 4AA championship game last year, in which the Lancers lost to Price of Los Angeles by three points, and finished 24-10 overall and 8-2 in league. Those two league losses were to Mater Dei. With Price having moved up to 3AA this year, the door could be open for a CIF title for the Lancers. Lutheran 6-2 guard Gabe York is ranked as among the top junior recruits in the nation. Senior 6-foot guard James Douglas signed with Northern Arizona. He is among the county's quicker point guards. York and Douglas averaged 15 points a game last year. Payton Banks, a 6-5 sophomore, showed much promise last season. Solid contributions from the bench could help make this a memorable season for Orange Lutheran.

3. Corona del Mar: This could be the best Corona del Mar team since the days when Jack Errion coached the Sea Kings in the 1970s and '80s. Returning are 6-2 senior point guard Clayton Ragsdale, who was Pacific Coast League MVP and All-CIF last year, and 6-4 guard Danny Cheek, another All-CIF player who has signed with Northern Arizona. Corona del Mar, 24-4 overall and 10-0 in league in 2009-10, got a terrific transfer, 6-6 senior forward Marcus Bradley who averaged 19 points and 12 rebounds last season at Beaumont. Spencer Healy, a 6-7 senior center, gives the Sea Kings plenty of size, too. This should be a fast-tempo team, which means those Corona del Mar-University games could be a lot of fun to watch.

4. Foothill: The Knights won their first CIF-Southern Section championship last year by beating Ocean View, 64-58, in the Division 3AA final. They will miss graduated point guard Myles Carrillo, CIF-SS 3AA player of the year in 2009-10. But Foothill has plenty of good ones returning, including 6-4 All-CIF guard Rob Filley and 6-5 All-CIF forward Cooper Pickell. Max Mahlstedt, a 6-4 senior forward, was a key reserve last year and will start this season. It might be too much to expect Foothill to equal last year's 29-3 overall record and CIF title. But if the younger players come through, the Knights, who have moved from the Sea View League to the Century League, will be among the county's top teams again.

5. Huntington Beach: The Oilers had a rough time last year, going 8-18 overall and 2-8 in the Sea View League. Even though they move to the tougher Sunset League, the Oilers should be much better this year. Huntington Beach has plenty of depth and experience, led by 6-3 senior guards Jordan Castaneda (nine points a game last season) and Jordan Reise (10 points a game), and 6-0 guard Vincent Oe (8 points a game). Andrew Tenbrink, a 6-4 guard, is among the county's top sophomores.

6. Mission Viejo: The Diablos are led be one of the county's better centers, 6-10 senior Isaac Neilson, who signed with Brigham Young University. Neilson was All-South Coast League last year when he averaged nine points and seven rebounds a game. Evan Zeller, a 6-3 guard, was among the county's top freshmen last season when he scored seven points a game and was named all-league. Another all-league returnee is 6-1 senior guard James Cramer. A couple of starters and key reserves still are playing football, so it might take a few weeks for Mission Viejo to be at its best. The Diablos were 24-5 overall and 9-1 in league last year. The new South Coast League is going to be a challenging one, with Dana Hills, Capistrano Valley, El Toro and Tesoro in the mix, but the Diablos are favored to repeat as league champions.

7. Los Alamitos: There are several changes for the Griffins, including the coach. Eddie Courtemarche was promoted from assistant to head coach during the offseason. High-scoring All-County wing James Walker III graduated, as did all-league forward Jack Haley and shooting guard Tim Chung. Los Alamitos does return 6-3 senior guard Camryn Crocker, who scored nine points a game last year when the Griffins went 23-6 overall and finished first in the Sunset League. Ryan Hurst, a 6-4 forward, played plenty of minutes last year as a sophomore. Los Alamitos will battle Huntington Beach and Edison for the league championship.

8. El Toro: It will take a big team to compete with Mission Viejo in the South Coast League, and the Chargers have the roster to do so. They are led by 6-7 senior center Ryan Hardy, whose chief sport is volleyball (he signed with Pepperdine for volleyball) but he was All-Sea View League last year when he averaged 12 points a game. Other returnees include Colin Zaversnick, a 6-2 senior guard who scored nine points a game in 2009-10, and Kevin Boyle, a 6-3 senior guard who was the Chargers' sixth man last year but will start this year.

9. Ocean View: A pair of outstanding players, All-County first-team selections Anthony Brown and Avery Johnson, graduated, but the Seahawks program continues to develop enough players to keep Ocean View among the county's top teams. They have one of the county's premier big men in 6-10 junior center Conor Clifford. Billy Keller, a 6-0 senior guard, was a starter on last year's 29-5 team that reached the CIF-SS 3AA championship game. A role player last year, Keller could be the leading scorer for the Seahawks if a separated shoulder suffered earlier this month does not hamper his production. Christian Rivera, a 6-1 junior guard, was all-league last year.

10. Aliso Niguel: This could be one of the better Wolverines teams in a few years. Bryan Fisher, a 6-4 guard, averaged 14 points a game as a sophomore last season. The Spitler twins, Daniel and Phillip, both 6-5 forwards, averaged 11 and six points, respectively, in 2009-10. Scott Lynds, a 5-8 sophomore, will start at point guard. Aliso has good size coming off the bench, including 6-7 senior Tommy Walker and 6-5 junior Luke Chaply.

TOP FIVE PLAYERS TO WATCH
Danny Cheek

Corona del Mar

6-4, Sr., G

He was All-Orange County fourth team, All-CIF and All-Pacific Coast League last year when he averaged 14 points a game. Cheek, who signed with Northern Arizona this month, is a combination of strength and quickness, which aids him offensively and defensively. He scored 19 points in a playoff loss to Gahr of Cerritos. He had 15 points in a playoff victory over San Marcos.

James Douglas

Orange Lutheran

6-0, Sr., G

Douglas was All-Orange County third team and All-CIF last year when he averaged 15 points a game He is very quick, with the ability to blow by a defender to make his way to the basket. Douglas signed with Northern Arizona during the early-signing period this month. He scored 15 points in Lutheran's 73-70 loss to Price of Los Angeles in the CIF-Southern Section Division 4AA championship game. Douglas had a team high 26 points in a victory over Alemany in a CIF Southern California Regionals game.

Dylan Garrity
Edison

6-2, Sr. G

Garrity was All-Orange County second-team and All-Sunset League second team last year when he averaged 17 points a game. He also was All-CIF, too, and became a team leader when high-scoring senior Kyle Boswell went out with an injury. Garrity scored a team-high 15 points in a playoff loss to Compton, a team-high 19 in a playoff victory over Aliso Niguel, and another team high of 21 in a playoff triumph over El Dorado.

Xavier Johnson

Mater Dei

6-6, Jr., F

Johnson transferred to Mater Dei from Chaparral of Temecula where he was All-CIF as a sophomore. He has a good mid-range jumper and can slash his way to the hoop. Johnson averaged 18 points a game last year at Chaparral. With so many top players from last year's team having graduated, Johnson will be counted upon to provide a lot of scoring punch for the Monarchs.

Gabe York

Orange Lutheran

6-2, Jr., G

York was All-Orange County third team last year when he scored 15 points a game. He is one of the top outside shooters in Southern California, with limitless range a la former Mater Dei two-time county player of the year Taylor King. The difference is that King was a set shooter and York is a jump-shooter. York has been offered by USC and several other Pac-10 schools, as well as Connecticut, Notre Dame and Marquette among many others. York was the Lancers' leading scorer in the CIF-Southern Section Division 4AA championship game with 17 points in a 73-70 loss to Price of Los Angeles, and also had a team-high 10 rebounds in that game.

